
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jacob’s Dream at Bethel 

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran.  When he reached a certain 
place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.  He 
had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its 
top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it.  There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac.  I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying.  
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, 
to the north and to the south.  All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.  I 
am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 

When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of 
it.”  He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God; this 
is the gate of heaven.” 

Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and 
poured oil on top of it.  He called that place Bethel, though the city used to be called Luz.  

Genesis 28: 10-19:  Page 30 (NIV);  

Matthew 6: 5-13 page 970 (NIV) 

Prayer 

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and 

on the street corners to be seen by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.  But 

when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your 

Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  And when you pray, do not keep on 

babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, 

for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 

 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from the evil one. 


