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A message from our  
Locum Minister— 

John Munro 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

L ast month, I quoted from Jim Cotter, Prayer at Night.  From the same book is a beautiful paraphrase of the 
Lord’s Prayer, that prayer that we can recite so well, but do we know it?  This version may help you get in 

touch with its meaning: 
 
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker. Source of all that is and that shall be. 
Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by all peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen. 
 
May you find God in the midst of it all, in every way in every day.  And may you find your faith renewed by the risen 
Christ. 
 
With best wishes 
 
John 

Christian Aid Week 10—16 May 2015  
Helpers required 

 

H elpers are required with the house-to-house collection which takes place at that time and as a community we 
support.  This involves a fair bit of ‘behind the scenes’ work, but very necessary and more importantly, a few 

hours of your time.  To effectively cover the whole of the Parish, we require 75 people to deliver an envelope 
through the doors of a street, or part of a street depending upon its size, and return later in the same week to 
collect the envelopes from those interested in supporting the work of Christian Aid. 
 You don’t need to be a regular church goer, or a member of Currie Kirk to care about others, so if you can 
spare a few hours in the above week, please do phone me to volunteer your services. 
 
Ishbel Massie 
449 4693 

 

 

Holy Week Services  
2 April—Maundy Thursday Communion at 7.00 pm in Currie Kirk 

3 April—Good Friday Service at 7.00 pm in Balerno Church 
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 New Minister—Vacancy Progress 
 

B y the time this goes to print I hope that Rev Dr Easter Smart will have 
been voted in as our new Minister having preached as sole nominee on 

29 March, Palm Sunday.  The following is, all being well, my last report as 
Convenor of the Nominating Committee. 
 On behalf of the Nominating Committee I am delighted to report that 
we have found an exciting candidate to take Currie Kirk into the next phase 
of its ministry in this parish.  That candidate is the Reverend Dr Easter Smart 
who has been the Chaplain at Aberdeen University for the past 14 years.  
Easter is also a Mum of three children (2 boys and one girl), aged 10, 11 and 
13 and is  married to Darren, a school teacher of RMPS (Religious, Moral and 
Philosophical studies).  She is fit and likes to run the odd half marathon. 
 Until the age of 12 Easter grew up in Scotland where her father was a 
Church of Scotland Minister.  She then moved to America and attended High 
School in Baltimore and did a BA in Religion and Psychology at Duke University followed by a Master of Divinity at 
Princeton Theological Seminary and, to top it all, did a Doctor of Ministry jointly at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
and the University of Aberdeen. 
 In 1996 Easter began her ministerial life as Assistant Minister at Colinton Parish Church, where she remained 
under the watchful eye of Rev. Dr George Whyte until 1998.  Easter had special responsibility for work amongst 
children and young people as well as preaching and providing pastoral care to the elderly and the sick.  She also had to 
be in sole charge for a period of six months while Rev. Dr Whyte was on sabbatical leave. 
 The following two years from 1998—2000 Easter found herself in London as Assistant Minister at St Columba’s 
Church of Scotland where she gained further experience in preaching, leading school assemblies and community 
outreach particularly among a young adults group aged 18-30. 
 Thereafter Easter moved back to Scotland where she has been Chaplain at the University of Aberdeen since 
2000.  There she has responsibility for the pastoral care and spiritual provision for a university community of 
16,000 students and 5,000 staff of all faiths and none.  Over that period, she has enjoyed building a community of faith 
amongst the student population and also dealing with a working population, many of whom are in the under 45 age 
group.  In terms of outreach, she is constantly engaged with the “unchurched” and is often confronted by rather 
vigorous “atheism” which challenges the relevancy of Christian ministry in an academic institution.  The chaplaincy 
offers an open door to all as well as the manse and this reflects part of Easter’s many attributes. 
 
Now what about the person: 
 
 The first thing that hits you about Easter is her warmth and approachability and she makes you feel relaxed 
and comfortable in her presence.  Easter cares deeply for people and people recognise that from a first meeting.  She 
has a very engaging presence and her capacity to project lovingness is evident to all. 
 As a minister, Easter is a woman who is deeply committed to her vocation and works hard for those she is 
called to serve and lead.  She enjoys preaching and praying, and for her, preaching has to be relevant to people and 
their everyday lives.  At the beginning of March we were in Aberdeen listening to Easter preach and I think I speak for 
all the nominating committee when I say we were all excited and encouraged by what Easter said in her sermon, her 
prayers, her interaction with the Sunday School and the congregation as a whole.  It was uplifting, educational and had 
a message and left you feeling challenged.  It all seemed so simple and effortless in its delivery. 
 In part of Easter’s letter to us, she stated we are Christ’s hands, his feet and his voice and that was clearly 
demonstrated in Aberdeen. 
 This woman is a high energy, good fun and caring individual with an abundance of humility (which is 
refreshing); all attributes that testify to the strength and warmth of her personality, which shows a balance between 
patience, enthusiasm and a capacity to care that characterises successful ministers. 
 
Gordon Clephane 
Convenor, Nominating Committee. 

 

Rev Dr Easter Smart 
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 The Guild 

T he Guild held its Daffodil Tea on 17 March and I’m happy to say that we raised the sum of £340 in aid of the 
CrossReach Project ‘Heart for Art’ which supports the use of art therapy in the care of those with dementia.  

I’d like to thank everyone who attended, Dudley and Elma Williams for providing the entertainment and a big thank 
you to everyone who donated baking.  Once again we had a splendid array of goodies to enjoy.  A special thanks to 
the committee for all their hard work during the afternoon to make this event such a success. 
 On Tuesday 7 April at 10.00 am we will have a speaker from World Mission telling us about David 
Livingstone, and our last meeting of the session is our AGM with Cheese and Wine on Tuesday 21 April at 7.30 pm. 

 On Saturday 20 June we plan to have a Strawberry Tea in aid of Olivia Giles’ 
charity ‘500 Miles’ which helps people with disabilities in Malawi and Zambia and, to a 
limited extent, in Zanzibar, by supporting the development and delivery of prosthetic 
and orthotic services and by supplying and subsidising prostheses and orthoses for the 
poor of those countries.  Please put this date in your diaries and come along and 
support this very worthwhile charity. 
 
 

Mary Thomson 
President 

65th Edinburgh (Currie) Company 
(Registered Charity No. SCO34640) 

C ongratulations to the badminton team who are through to the National Final.  This is being held in Scotland 
this year and the Edinburgh, Leith & District Battalion is hosting the event which is taking place  at the Heriot 

Watt University on Saturday 18 April .  There are two teams from England, two from Northern Ireland and two from 
Scotland.  The other Scottish finalist is the 1st Largs A.  

The Company is, once again, collecting the Active Kids vouchers from Sainsbury.  The box is situated in the Gibson 
Craig front hall or you can hand them into the Kirk Office or to one of the Officers.   

Many thanks in advance for your support. 
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 Bible named most influential book  
The Bible, Charles Darwin’s “The Origin Of Species” and Stephen Hawking’s “A Brief History Of Time” have been named as 
the books which have had the greatest impact on the modern world.  
  

 
 
The survey, commissioned by the Folio Society, asked people to rank the books which have had the most influence on today’s 
society. 
 Religion and science took the top spots, with Albert Einstein’s “Relativity” in fourth place. 
 But fiction also made the top 10, with “Nineteen Eighty-Four”, George Orwell’s dystopian novel about a society under 
surveillance, coming fifth in the list. 
 Harper Lee’s 1960 Pulitzer Prize-winning classic “To Kill A Mockingbird”, about racism in the American South, was 
seventh. 
 The top 10 also featured Isaac Newton’s “Principia Mathematica” in sixth place and the Koran in eighth. 
 It was followed by “The Wealth Of Nations”, Adam Smith’s seminal work on economics, and “The Double Helix” by James 
Watson, on the discovery of the structure of DNA. 
 While Northerners voted for the Bible as their most important book (41%), Southerners opted for Darwin’s “The Origin of 
Species” (37%). 
 Tom Walker, the Folio Society’s editorial director, said he was surprised to find that there was “relatively little on 
economics despite the financial climate and only two, overtly political, fiction titles in the list”. 
 
Most influential books 
1. The Bible (37%) 
2. The Origin Of Species, Charles Darwin (35%) 
3. A Brief History Of Time, Stephen Hawking (17%) 
4. Relativity, Albert Einstein (15%) 
5. Nineteen Eighty-Four, George Orwell (14%) 
6. Principia Mathematica, Isaac Newton (12%) 
7. To Kill A Mockingbird, Harper Lee (10%) 
8. The Koran (9%) 
9. The Wealth Of Nations, Adam Smith (7%) 
10. The Double Helix, James Watson (6%) 

Stated Annual Meeting—Monday 13 April 

T he Annual meeting of the Congregation will take place on Monday 
13 April at 7.30pm in the Gibson Craig Halls (Main Hall). The main item 

will be to review our annual accounts for the year ended 31st December 
2014.  It will also be the last time that our Treasurer, Neil Beattie, presents 
the accounts, a role he has undertaken since being appointed Treasurer in 
2005.  Neil retires from the Treasurership with our grateful thanks for his 
mastery of all the figures that make up our annual accounts and we wish him 
well for the future.  At the same time we will have the opportunity to 
welcome Hilary Leal as our new Treasurer.  

 

 

http://home.bt.com/news/uk-news/bible-named-most-influential-book-11363943597660#disqus_thread
http://www.foliosociety.com/?gclid=CKG16raW98ECFSrHtAod70MADw
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  Contact name Tel No: Day 

Baby Ballet Claire Robertson 07731 466147 Wednesday 

Balerno Bridge Club Brian Rose 449 5335  Monday 

Blue Sky Pilates Claire McDonald 07872 349073 Thursday 

Boxercise Grant Newlands 07525632039 Thursday: 9.00-10.00 

Children’s Dance Carol Campbell 339 2315 Friday 

Currie and District Local History  
Society 

Douglas Lowe 449-4349 Monday Evenings twice 
monthly October to March 

Currie Community Council Madge Barker 449 3450  

Currie SWRI Lucy Airs 449 2565 Second Tuesday each month 
(except July/August) at 
7.15 pm 

Currie Day Centre Elspeth Frame 449 3603 Friday by referral 

Highland Dancing Michelle Marshall 339 4704. Wednesday & Thursday 

Judo Jo Imrie 01506 884633 Tuesday 4-6 pm 

Octagon Club Alastair Hardie 
Terry Maloney    

453 3556 
0751 466 4292 

Wednesday 

Parents & Toddlers Dawn Thomson 478 1106 Friday 

Sequence Dance Tom Masson 449 2561 Thursday 

Senior Citizens Jean Smith 449 5596 Monday 

Snack Lunches Viola MacPhail 449 4664 Tuesday 

Yoga Monica Evans 07986600432 Tuesday: 20.00-21.00 

Zumba Exercise Class Tom Lowe 07980 692929 Thursday 

Community Activities 

T he Gibson Craig Hall is used by various groups during the week and, if anyone is interested in joining a group, 
please telephone the contact noted below. 

The Good Book Group 
 

T he book for this month was “The Gordonston Ladies Dog Walking Club” by Duncan 
Whitehead.  It is an unusual book but quite an easy entertaining read. 

 From the start you are aware there will be a murder but it is only revealed who is 
the victim and the perpetrator at the end of the book.  It is set in a fairly well off 
American community where a group of ladies meet with their dogs in the park and are 
more concerned about watching who comes and goes and drinking the cocktails they 
bring along than walking their dogs.  Many local intrigues are revealed and developed as 
the plot goes on.  It seems as if everyone in the area has something to hide or a grudge to 
bear causing a problem that will only be resolved by murder.  We thought it might be the 
sort of book to read on holiday.  
 This book is not very well written and after lively discussion with very mixed opinions it only scored 5.6 out 
of a possible 10. 
 
Ann Young 
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 Family News 
 

 Obituary: Jesus said: “I am the Resurrection and the Life” 

   (John 11:25) 

 

 Duncan MacIntyre, 47 Nether Currie Road 

 Sheila Robertson, 382a Lanark Road West 
 

 Please pray for the families 

5 Wedding: Valerie Harper and Steven Nicol 

12 Mrs M Ritchie, 39 Nether Currie Road 
 Mrs J Caffrey, 28 Thomson Road 
 Mrs J Dick, 101 Currievale Drive 

Donations for flowers may be sent to Mrs Erica Porteous, 2 Pentland View, Currie, or left at the Church Office and 
cheques made payable to Currie Kirk Flower Fund.  Erica can be contacted on 449 6894.  

Flower List  

19 Mrs M Malcolm, 41 Nether Currie Crescent 
 Mrs H Clayton, 17 Rowantree Grove 
 Mrs F Pigott, 27 Riccarton Drive 

26 Mr & Mrs H Hogg, Waulkmill Loan 
 Mrs E Rinning, 23 Dolphin Avenue 
 The Wight Family, Fallin, Stirlingshire 

A Thank You 
 

Michael and I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, flowers and cards containing such thoughtful 
words of condolence at the loss of our beloved Son, Andrew.  It was a great comfort to us.  Thank you all. 
 

Dorothy and Michael Collins 

 

 Baptisms: 
 
 Jesus said: “Let the children come to me” 
 (Luke 18:16) 
 
 Jessica Jemma Farrell, daughter of Sara and William 
 Ronan Bryan Harcus-Hughes, son of Anna and Peter 
 Harris James Reynolds, son of Ewan and Jaimee 
 Cerys Anna Watt, daughter of Sarah and Graham 
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 WHO’S WHO 

Currie Kirk is a registered Charity (Scottish Charity No. SC001554) 

Clipboard 
C lipboard can now be found on the Currie Kirk Website with one click to http://www.curriekirk.org/clipboard/ - why 

not mark it as a favourite.   Articles for the May 2015 issue should be sent using a Word attachment by email to 
isobelwebber@btinternet.com by Friday 17 April 2015. 

Name Contact Meeting Day Telephone No 

Locum Minister  Rev Dr John Munro   623 0198 

Interim Moderator Rev Moira McDonald    476 5893 

Currie Kirk Church Office 

(Scottish Charity No. SC001554) 

Gibson Craig Hall, Lanark Road West, 

Currie, EH14 5NY 

Secretary: Ishbel Massie 

e-mail currie_kirk@btconnect.com 

Tuesday—9.30am—12noon 

Wednesday—9.30am—12noon 

Thursday—9.30am—12noon 

Friday—9.30am – 11.45am.  

  

451 5141 

  

Session Clerk Grant Gordon 

email: gggordon@btinternet.com 

  449 2554 

Treasurer Neil Beattie 38 Newmills Crescent 

e-mail N31LBT@blueyonder.co.uk 

Hilary Leal, hilaryjleal@hotmail.co.uk  

(until 13 April) 

 

(from 14 April) 

449 2792 

 

449 3288 

Gift Aid & Offerings Treasurer Ron Dow 48 Thomson Drive 

ronedow@blueyonder.co.uk 

  538 2313 

Weddings/Funeral Officer Sandy Harper 16 Pentland View   449 4258 

Organist Contact Church Office   451 5141 

Gibson Craig Hall Caretakers & 

bookings 

May and Bill Sutherland 

56 Thomson Crescent 

  449 7747 

Hospital Transport Coordinator 

Deputy Coordinator 

Elizabeth Wood 

Jim Ure 

  538 0363 

449 6498 

Kirk House Bookings Isobel Paterson    449 6182  

Life and Work Eileen Chadwick   449 2559 

Magazine Distributor Jean Dick   449 6374 

Boys’ Brigade Captain Jim Webber :  Anchors 
  Juniors 
  Company/Seniors 

Thursday 6.00-7.00 pm 
Thursday 7.00-8.30 pm 
Friday 7.00-9.30 pm 

451 5112 

Teen Café Viola MacPhail Friday 449 4664 

Mini Bus Sunday lift organiser Jean Pringle   449 7716 

Mini Bus Bookings Isobel Webber   451 5112 

Banner Group Janet Robertson Thursday 441 1499 

Care Van Fiona Pigott Once a month 466 1459 

Pastoral Visitors Sandra Cranford   449 4639 

Currie Kirk Singers Tom Masson Various 449 2561 

Guild Mary Thomson Tuesday 449 5919 

Kidz@Currie Elaine Rae Sunday 451 5384 

Messy Church Contact Church Office Last Friday of each month Gibson 
Craig Hall from 2.00 pm—3.30 pm 
except June, July, August & December 

451 5141 

Walking Group Rena Milligan Third Sunday of each month 449 2017 

mailto:hilaryjleal@hotmail.co.uk

